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Boris airs plan for Heathrow-on-Sea

Opponents of
expansion are
reviving plans for
a new airport in
the Thames
estuary, write
Steven Swinford
and Marie Woolf

THE backlash against the hlight
of Heathrow has resurrected de-
mands to swiich the capial's
principal airpont o the Thames
esiuary

Boris Johnson, the Tories' Lon
don mayoral candidate, an-
nounced this weekend that Hea-
throw was a “planning ermor”
and ministers should consider
phasing it oo, instead of press-
ing ahead with a third runway —
and a possible stxth terminal

His intervention comes as cam-
paigners claiming 10 represent
2m people under the flighipath
seck 10 block the expansion
plans, They plan a legal chal-
lenge on the grounds that the
consultation, which eloses at the
end of this month, 15 not valid

Lawyers are examining evi-
dence that the Depanment for
Transpont  faled 1w Include
research prediaing a third run-
wity would cause excessive niro-
gen dioxide emissions

lohnson 1s calling on the gov
emment 1o re-examing plans for
a néw airpor on artifical islands
in the Thames estuary, where
planes could take off and land
round the clock without disropt
g residents;, "If you look at
what |s going on in other coun-
tries around the world, in Hong
Kong, in Washingion — it's nm
impossible 10 move the capital's
biggest airpon,” he said

"What we don't want o do 15
entrench a planning error of the
196 by further expansion al
Heathrow. We shoold look al
whether there's a solwion 1o the
east, in the Thames estuaty.”

Heathrow  began lile as a
fighter airfield in 1943, on (he
wiest side of London 1o shieler it
from luftwafle awacks. Since
then ¥ has grown oo Britain's

Current expansion plans

The current total of
1,315 flights,/day wil
rise to 1,923 if a third
runway 5 built, Up

to 2m local residents
will be affected

biggest mrport, bt because it is
omly 15 miles from the centre of
London, most of the 477,000
Nights a year 0y in over the capi-
al v land, Campalgners are con-
cerned thar the addidon of a
third runway, which would see
the numbser of flights nse 1o up 1o
FOL000 a year, will increase
noise pollution and the risk of an
accident over the capital
Edward Liswer, of the 2M
Group that represents 12 Jocal
suthotities under the Heathrow
Nightpath, said: “I's a daft place
for an aiport. The more fights

there are, the more the nsk of an
accident in the most densely pop-
ulated part of the country.”

Sinee the 1960s, 13 major citles
ncluding Parls, Milan and New
York have moved their alrpons
further out. In Hong' Kong. the
Eovernmen! spent six years and
S20 billion building an arport on
an anificial island and linking it
by bullet trin o the city

In Britain, however, similar
proposils have repeatedly been
blocked, In the 19708 a scheme
o bulld an sirport on Maplin
Sands near Southend-om:Sea in
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£12.7bn

£11bn

Heatrow expansion

Cost

Esspx was abandoned because
of a shortage of public funds.

In 2005 the govemment rc
jected four options 1o build air
ports in the eswary on the
grounds -of cost, environmental
damage and the nsk of & plang
being downed by a birdsinke.
approved the expansion of Heath-
row, Gaiwick and Sunsicd
instead afier lobbying by BAA,
the dirport operator, and airlines.

Officluls estimate that bullding
a third runway 4t Heathirow will
cost £13 billion s the governs
menl anempts 1o meet Furopean

island
Gravesend

549,000

222,000

Heathiiw

Flights per year

Unign targets on notse and emis-
sions. Proposals for new alrports
either Noating in the Thames estu
ry or on ihe coastling were
costed at £7,6-£13.9 billion

Sir Peter Hall, president of the
Town and Country Planning
Association, believes it is ime o
“retire” Heathrow and bulld @
new dlrport 1o the east of the capl-
tal “If you located an aircrait
properly in the Thames estuary
virually all the flight movements
would be over the North Sea
There would be no constrants
on development at all,” e sald

Alrport built
on artificial

Relocation proposal

C
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Heathrow
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Amuong the schemes rejecied
in 2005 was Thames Reach. an
airport devised by a London finm
of architects. According 1o the
plans, it would have been built
on reciaimed land in the Thames
estuary near CliTe in Kent and
Canvey Istand in Essex, ata ol
cost of £11 billion.

Mark Willingale, parner of
Bluehase, the architectural prac-
tice behind the plans, said: "It's a
terrific ppporunity. You've gola
combination of 116,00 new
homes in the Thames Gateway
with new roads and ails t serve

ary provide a a

{o expanding He:

28mins

=

15 mins

3 Ll
Train time to London

» the location s wdeal for an
atrport: We just wish the govern-
meni had the vision 10 see it ®

The ranspart department said
it has no plans o reconsider 11s
veto on the estuary, Lord Soley
director of Future Heathrow, a
pre-expansion group, sald: “If
you build a new hub airport you
don't need Heathrow so what do
you do, close it down? We're talk-
ing 72,000 jobs on the airport
alone. It 1s unrealiste.”™

Fime for a new airport
Editarial, page 16

Crash theory

INVESTIGATORS believe
Ihe crash-anding of a
British Airways Boeing
777 at Heathrow last
month may have been
caused by ice clogging is
fuel supply, according to
a leaked memo o US
regulators, write Steven
Swinford and Paul Eddy

The Air Accidents
Inwvestigation Branch Is
exarniming whether water
leaked into fuel tanks and
froze on the 10%-hour
fiight from Beljing

The discovery, if borne
out by laboratory tests,
may force alrports and
airlines to review
safeguards and checks
on fusl before long-haul
flights, when planes on
some routes are exposed
{0 tlemperatures as low
as -75C. Pilots say,
however, that heating
systermns and friction from
air passing aver the
wings should keep the
fuel warm

The BA jet landed
1,000t short of the
runway after both
engines falled There
WweteE no obvious
computer malfuncbions or
problems with the
engines, and lests on fuel
recovered from the jet
and other planes that
refuelied in Beijing in the
same perniod show that it
met specifications.

Boeing said: “The 777
has been in service for
12 years and has flown
around 3.6m flight hours,
during which there have
been no fatalities. It
wolld be inapprapriate to
comment at this stage."
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Time for a new airport
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No, honestly - MPs are our best
guard against a surveillance society
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Archbishop, you’'ve committed treason

English or his powers of ratiockation; he s
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Wher other legal systems or other
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